necessary action.
Commission within
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National Commission for Scheduled Tribes

(TRT & WfeUH T SIS 336 @ SfrTa Ue HauTe )
(A Constitutional body under Article 338A of the Constitution of Indig)

File No.- NCST/ATY-1555/KA/1/2023-APCR

The Chief Secretary,
Government of Karnataka
Room No. 320, 3rd Floor,
Vidhanasoudha,
Bengaluru-560 001

E.mail: cs@karnataka.gov.in

The Deputy Commissioner,
District - Belgavi,

DC Compound

Belagavi, Karnataka - 590001
Email Id: deo.belagavi@gmail.com

Date : 09.01.2024

2 The Director General of Police,
Karnataka Police,
Police Hars, Nrupathunga Road
Nunegundiapalli,,
Ambedkar Veedhi,
Bangalore, Karnataka- 560001
Email Id: police@ksp.gov.in

4, The Superintendent of Police,
District - Belagavi,
Superintendent of Police Office,
Belgaum Police Quarters,
Shivaji Nagar,

Belgaum, Karnataka- 590016
Email Id: spbgm@ksp.gov.in

Sub: News item dated 12.12.2023 regarding "seven arrested after woman stripped

naked, paraded and assaulted in Belagavi Village".

I am directed to enclose a copy of the Re
R.K. Dubey, Deputy Director, Smt. Amrita Sola
Tripathy,

Encl: as above

BN

port of Fact Finding Team consisting of Shri
nki, Senior Investigator and Shri Radhakanta
Special Rapporteur, National Commission for Scheduled Tribes on 16.12.2023
constituted to investigate the matter on the subject cited above for information and
It is requested that compliance report may be submitted to this
30 days positively for placing the same before the Hon'ble Commission.

Yours faithfully,

r
—

(TE.3R. A1 AH.R. Meena)
STHYT HYGRY Research Officer

6th Floor, 'B' Wing Lok Nayak Bhawan, Khan Market, New Delhi-110003, Website: www.ncst.nic.in
Tel.: 011-24657271 Toll Free: 1800117777



Report of Fact Finding Team
in
File Number — NCST/ATY/1555//KA/1/2023/APCR
Regarding Stripping of ST woman, parading her Naked and

tying her in electric Pole in midnight in Vantamuri village in
Belagavi district of Karnataka on December 11, 2023

The Commission has come across 2 disturbing news item published in print and
electronic media regarding "Seven arrested after woman stripped naked, paraded and

assaulted in Belagavi village”,

The incident that took place in the intervening night of Sunday and Monday
The Commission took Suo Moto Cognizance of the matter and issued notice to the
Directer General of Police (DGP), Karnataka, the Deputy Commissioner and the
Superintendent of Police, Belagavi, Karnataka seeking facts and comments and Action

Taken Report within 3 days.

The Commission has gone through several media reports and decided to make a
field visit to assess the ground realities and to ascertain the factual positions of the
abominable phenomenon, brutality and administrative action so far in the issue.

Accordingly , National Commission for Scheduled Tribes, New Delhi arrived at
Belgavi Airport, at around 08.40 Hours on 16" December, 2023, accompanied by Mr R.K.
Dubey. Deputy Director, NCST. Mr R.K. Tripathy, Special Rapporteur, NCST and Ms
Amrita Solanki, Sr. Investigator, NCST proceeded to Belagavi Circuit House.

After reaching the Circuit House, Belagavi the team discussed the issue with the
Deputy Commissioner, Belagavi and the Commissioner of Police. They apprises the issue
and said compensation of five lakhs has been proposed to be paid to the victim by the
State Government and another amount of Fifty thousand rupees has been proposed to be
paid by the District Legal Service Authority. Land measuring two acres has also besn
proposed to be registered in the name of the victim. Eleven accused have been arrested
and two more are apprehended in the matter. The matter is to be transferred to the Crime
Branch of the State for further investigation.




At about 112.m. the team of the NCST along with the Officials reached the Civil
Hospital where the victim is undergoing treatment. Dr A.B. Patil, Dr. Sanjay Karpoor and
Psychiatrist Dr. Vijaylaxmi along with some other staffs explained the treatment details.
They also handed over the copies of the treatment details annexed herewith as

Annexure — 1.

The victim narrated her ordeal in local language. The doctor present there
translated her version in English. She stated that a group of people, (the accused)
vandalised her house in the midnight and entered her house with weapons, stripped her
and paraded her naked. Finally the accused tied her with an electric pole of the village.
On the fateful night her husband was not there. Her son was also absent. After the
delayed intervention of police she was rescued and being treated in the Hospital. She
also stated that she is feeling better after medical treatment and the intervention of the

psychiatrist.

After interaction with the victim the Team moved towards Hosavantamuri village,
the place of occurrence where the vicim and her family members reside. The
Investigating Officer (1,0) Mr Girish, A.C.P. (Rural) along with his assistant Police officials
accompanied the Team.

\

PHOTO :-






The Police explained the chain of incident. The witnesses, the local inhabitants
who seemed to be frightened and tight lipped narrated certain points with request to keep
their identity confidential.

PHOTO -

Victims Family
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Ms Hina Jahangir, wife Mr Jahangir one of the victims, who came to rescue the
victim lady stated the veracity, gravity and horrendous activities. She also pleaded for the

safety and security of their families.

Copy of the F.L.R. annexed as Annexure-2.

Observations — The crime in the instant case has been committed due to
delay in police action. Had there been adequate patrolling and a team of
police officials would arrive at the place of occurrence the situation would not
have been aggravated so much. Mere suspension of a police inspector
seems to be an eye wash. Proper enquiry on the “Police action” will remove
the smoky screen on the police acti;an and expose the truth.

It has been informed by the police that the main accused have criminal
antecedents like Murder. Had they been convicted or their bail cancelled due
their criminal activities as learnt from the neighbours such a heinous act
would not have been happened.

Both the accused and the Lady victim belong to ST Community. The person
who came to rescue the victim lady, Mr Jahangir, a family friend of the Victim
Lady belongs to Minority Community. The district administration including the
Police fail to take utmost care of the investigation as apparently visible from
the police report. Hina, the wife of Jahangir (another victim) narrated the

horror and fear her husband and her entire family suffered on the night of the

12



incident. Not taking the statement of Jahangir, not treating him as a victim
and not considering him for Victim Compengation so far after couple of days
proves the inefficacy and incapabilities of the investigation. The 1.O. stated
that the State has decided to transfer the case to the Crime Branch. Copy of
the documents of such decision could not be supplied o the Team.

The Press has exposed the identity of the victim which is a crime under the
provisions of Indian Penal Code.

The Hon'ble High Court of Karnataka has taken Suoc-motu cognizance of the
issue. Therefore the Commission may not fully act upon the issue as the
matier is sub-judice.

In the absence of documentary evidence, it is learnt that the financial and
other assurance by the State has not been fructified in sense and spirit.

The following Recommendations may be made for compliance by the State

Authorities in the interest of justice ; -

1. The D.G.P., Karnataka may be asked to ensure safety and security to
the Victims and their family members and also to the witnesses of the
case,

2. The D.G.P., Karnataka may be asked to ensure proper legal aid,
compensation, psycho-social counseling to the victim. He is also
required to expedite the case on top priority,

3. The Chief Secretary may be asked to ensure Land of two acres as
promised by the State to the Victim and also to carry out
comprehensive survey, the socio-economic status of the entire village
inhabited by the Tribals and take corrective measures to curb down
the disparities,

4. The Chief Secretary may be asked to ensure concrete road and other
basic amenities to the victims village apparently suffering from apathy
of administration,

5. The State may be recommended to ensure conviction of the accused

in the light of the Judgement of the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India in

I3



CRIMINAL APPEAL NO. 1485 OF 2008 titled as State of Gujarat

-
(s

Versus Kishanbhai Eic.
The Deputy Commissioner has to ensure the health parameters , both

physical and mental , of the victims as per the health standards
prescribed by the Medical Science,

The State administration may take appropriate initistives for the
maintenance of peace and harmony in the Gram Panchayat,
Adequate Police patrolling is required for a considerable period of time
and confidence among the locals be restored.

3. The damage caused to the house and other household items of the
viclim has to be Ccompensated and corrective measures be taken for 7

future course of action.

0. Steps may be taken to prevent the identity of the victims not
made public.
"_bj.i—-— Dol dodyTarty b\~
R.K. Dubey R.K.Tripathy Amrikg&:;nki
Dy. Director Special Rapporieur Sr. Investigator
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KARMATAKA STEIS FOLICE
gird R T P [ 1 & .
2. Acté Beclion :iPC 1860
{Ufs-143,147,148.541, 342 327,324 323,307 452 427 554(18), 1485 PEREVENTION OF
DESTRUCTIGHN AND LOSE OF PROPERTY ACT, 1447 (L/s-2(A))
2. (8) Ocoursnce of Offcnce Day: Mondey  FromDale:  11/12/2023 To Deta: 111272023
LT et
FromTims: 01:00:00 o Time : 01:01:00
{b) Information recsived gt the FS: 11/12/2023 13:00:00 Yirltanforal @ Oval

{c) Ressons for Delay in repariing by ths Complsinant/ Informeant

(d) General Diary reference Eniry No. & Time ; 1, 12:00:00

4.  (a) Place of occurence with full address
NEW VANTAMURI VILLEGE LIMITS. BASAVESWAR GALLI Belagavi Cily
Kamataka.

(b) Distance from PS : 10 K4 TOWARDS NORTH

(c) Village: REW BeatName: BEAT 10
VANTAMUR
I

(d) If ihe place beiongs o another jurisdiction,PS. Nama :

District :
5. Complainant/Informant:
(@) Name: KAMALAVVA Father's/Husband's Name ; LAGAMAPPA
GADAKARI

23



s of known/suspectediunknown accusad with 1ul pariculars{

Nema / Father Name 7

Cagic [ Addrsea

| Person Type

CQozupatior

(153

RAJ RUDRAPPA NaJKIAZ)
HEW VANTAMURIBelagavi

ity. Kemetaka

Accused

Adult

ad

HEMPANNA RAIL NAI KIAT)
NEW VANTAMURIBSlagayi

City, Karnataka

i
4
o

FARVATI 2A32808
NAIKIAL

LEW VANTAMURIEZIz0avi
City, Kamnataka

Accueed

Adult

Female

&

{ALLAPRA RUDRAPPA
NAIK(AS)

MEW VANTAMURIBelagavi
City. Karnztaka

Accused

Aguit

el

LARKAPPA RAJU NAIK(SS)
NEW VANTANURLTG : Dist
BelagaviBelagavi City.

Karnaiaka

lAcouzed

Adult
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7.

e B [, % T D R '
! e S i
! bR _
E JCalE= z
| ees
| lue C
| |Heles R
§ R S ), . || o B
| IPRADEE B I
H | } |
1 ! o |
[ : . i [ 5
) | S = o E |
riaia .
:- L !
1 (Fliulia Sut = |
|
i
|
l'
11 [BHOBARAJAPPA Anousst Adualt Faeiz
HAIKEETT)
; Dist
12 LARKAVVA YALLAFEA lbooused  |4dult Femele
NATKIATLZ)
LHEW WVANTAMURI Tg : Dist:
BelagaviBelagavi Cily.
Harnataka
Detalle of Victims with full particulars
Sl.No. MName Address Injury Type Sex Ape Ceoupation
1 KAMALAVY BASAVESWAR GALLY Grisvicus Femais |40
A NEW VANTAMURI ysars
LAGANIAFP Belagavi City
£ Hamataka
GADAKARI
Parficulars of Properly stolen/involved with value(Aitach separate sheel if necessary)
SlNe. Property Typs ltem description Estimated Valus

(inRs)




gToriiy ooess et
D JEr=ns I

(Gomzgos mohd sus 154 TEwn )

o8 sncdmocdh ; J M F C - IV Court Balagavi

1. ©2, :Belagavi City ,8.00% oyl : Belgaum Rural Sub Divislo W i Kakati PS

sToeD Nesd, : 0260/2023 5.89.8.0a008 ; 11/12/2023

2, mod, wh@). Eenies: IPC 1860 (Uls-143,147,148,341,342,327,324,323.307,452,427.354(B), 149); PREVENTION OF
DESTRUCTION AND LOSS OF PROPERTY ACT, 1881 (Ufs-2(A))

3. (a) ¥,%: 5¢c 0 ; Monday Omzor Do ; 11/12/2023  Doos S0 11/12/2023

Sedoed 01:00:00 Sedobd 01:01:00
(b) ToROhT,., SEreos Ao edOME DFRok [ 11/12/2023 13:00:00  womediodd,, / @eet ; Oral

(c) Lo3RFThmed [ wed, tts ZEoen Sun SRe0E,; s |

(d) =aoo® B0 ool Fody sy, Ashodh ; 1, 13:00:00
4. (a)©,3, IdE B.<:
NEW VANTAMURI VILLEGE LIMITS, BASAVESWAR GALLI, Belagavi City,

Karnataka,
(b) ZpQexe ord oot <o Dy, Ty, Bat ; 10 KM TOWARDS NORTH
(c) m=>: NEW VANTAMURI nA,s Exds BEAT 10
(d) .93 ded Feder® o mo 2,1 WbSoEETy,, vt © Fetar vorted S5 ¢
B,
5. odmrEimeofind, ems ¢
(a) #do:  KAMALAVWA Sowd /@3 SA:  LAGAMAPPA
GADAKARI
(b) Dok, P40 (c) B2 * Housewife
(d) gabr * Hindu (e) =2 * BEDARU
(f) 2% : (g) -dxeor:
(h) Bedmeed ¢ (iJoody 02 ' India
(j) = Joetstr xosd, feld DEvos ¢




(k) DR : BASAVESWAR (1) ot : Female
GALLI NEW
VANTAMURI
Belzgavi City ,
Karnataka

8§t et e B A O eoien Gedl P
{rv i} hertiited umeh nRi2D D Bk CeehEtRolRTF

6. el 0od | erhsnig/enons S,8.00 RRir oFongs

Fit

=ity | Fotioh wady [ ERd

f

Si.No.
L=rrst

2]

7l

BASAPPA RUDRAPPA
NAIK(AT)

JNEW
VANTAMURIBelagavi
City, Karnataks

Accused | Adult Male

2 RAJU RUDRAPPA Accused | Adull Male
NAIK(AZ)

JNEW
VANTAMURIBelagavi

City, Karnatlaka

3 KEMPANNA RAJU Accused | Adult Mala
NAIK(A3)

NEW
VANTAMURIBelagavi

City, Karnataka

4 | PARVATIBASAPPA Accused | Adult Female
NAIK(A4)

NEW
VANTAMURIBelagavi

City, Kamnataka

5 YALLAPPA RUDRAPPA Accused | Adult Male
MNAIK(AS)

JNEW
VANTAMURIBelagavi

City, Karnataka

6 LARSAHRARAY Accused | Adult Male
NAIK(AB)

NEW VANTAMURI, Tqg :
Dist : BelagaviBelagavi

City, Kamataka

39




-1

GANGAVVA BASAPPA
WALIKAR(AT)

MNEW VANTAMURI Tq :
Dist : BelagaviBalagavi

City, Kermataka

Accused

Adull

Female

SANGEETA SADASHIV
HEGGANAIK(AB)

MNEW VANTAMURIL T :
Dist : BelagaviBelagavi

City, Kamnataka

Accused

Adult

PRADEEP BASAPPA
NAIK(AS)

JNEW VANTAMURI,Tq :
Dist : BelagaviBelagavi

City, Karnataka

Accused

Adull

SANTOSH BASAFPPA
NAIK(A10)

JNEW VANTAMURI Tg :
Dist : BelagaviBelagavi
City, Kamataka

Accused

Adult

Male

11

SHOBA RAJAPPA
NAIK(A11)

MNEW VANTAMURI,Tq :
Dist: BelagaviBelagavi

City, Karnataka

Accused

Adult

Female

12

LAKKAVVA YALLAPPA
NAIK(A12)

NEW VANTAMURI,Tq :
Dist : BelagaviBelagavi
City, Kamataka

Accused

Adult

Female

7. drcdsd H3dnid:

Sl
No

25

falortad

reehd o

Sorl

1

KAMALAVVA
LAGAMAPPA
GADAKARI

BASAVESWAR GALLI,
NEW VANTAMUR!
Belagavi City
Karnataka

Grievious

Female

40

Vears

8. gdimonced [ wehadnncsd X 2a.nv D30

SIL.No

Property Type

Iltern description

Estimated Value (in Rs.)

1

BETRNCST [ RNGRNCT X2, Nvs S, ¢
9, Totsmosh SoD [ ado.f, 8x7, Mo, ;

40




- 10. Dpsh SerERe Dot SEUNG

L0 SHoECoNImN IBITINILE WRATAEIE il we

5]
[£]
(34

= &

il err Do RhiTs B A0 LU FLIED -

) Pt pre—mF wes T
o 2ATEEON STty D _NThe W

f T
o 3w e i g S e o Sew Tieniy —— e s e m———
3 bhormrDoh tItE. UohENIT THRIT Pl Aotk v NusET 3
MR 2 O T Ty T o
et — - - en v St ® - - - =3 = =
TTRION B S O foTns WENTIS o0 WEhs s oios Toas Sedd 1 fowses
e A ot e SWem e hEdy syoed e shvedhed exnyirtuios BT
S ThOTTEAE TR TR WAL LR TEF S0,siioN UV, Vo
S o e W e o1 L . oy SRS e Sy P T T £ o
ez g omi BT NELSERN el 23 AT et BLST BOLIT: Ty ST ol Ui

S et er]
Torn Wi U TR

11. (e) Eicwor Ead;
Investigation
(b) B St Loimr Lot soud RRchd,, SE0N, LD sevoahc
Lo Do, fEdyeinn gaEmnd? 1 Yes
(c) Heder vhmbain RN 8.8 TodIRE0,, BFwe 20 SRES fufareiita) ol O 1O
45T h.80%. 0.8 ob B (R)egm (Wb suondth, mRdRdh.

for investigation

12, Lodnrboh H%/ 2t 00F recs:

Due to camplainant's Inability to sign, their thumb
impression hes been takan on hard copy
Aciyerchoreobr 2 reden wedd medne a.3.d

13, TSRS, Bkl DFvcy 3y, ebad  : 11/12/2023 13:45:00

14, T2 cRochE; $ciacd B LA Zut.h 1 RAJULAMANI , PC 1855

b0 Bedenn fedoan Rbod

fop) s nlnl plaleveld.

LR S

270 MRUTYUNJAYA MATHAD- PSI

darcs:  Superintendent of Police/Commissioner of Police
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